
WHY WE READ THE BIBLE?

We read for revelation, not just information! We read, as Luke 24 says, to get 
another glimpse into God’s love for us.

HOW WE READ THE BIBLE FOR REVELATION? (R.E.A.P)
Read 
Exegete - 
Apply -
Pray it into your heart!

R – Read
Just read… Repetitive reading of a book of the Bible helps us learn and get 
its message into our hearts.

E – Exegete
What did it mean to the original audience?

A – Apply
-What does it mean to us now?

-How does this passage point us to Jesus, or remind us of the love he 
showed us (especially on the cross)?

P – Pray into your heart
-Reveal: Pray that God would warm your heart again with his love for you as
demonstrated most profoundly on the cross.

-Action: As your heart is warmed with God’s love pray that you would begin 
to love him back in greater ways than ever before.



READ: Matthew 7:13-23

ACTION #1:

The Narrow and Wide Gates

13“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.

True and False Prophets

15“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good 
fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.

True and False Disciples

21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons 
and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!’



EXEGETE:

Background to keep in mind

#1
-In chapter 7, Jesus is surround by

1) His disciples (those who have answered His call to follow).
2) The crowds

a. Within the crowds stand the religious leaders

#2
-The disciples have been the primary object of Jesus’ teaching, but throughout He 
has had an eye on the crowds and religious leaders.

#3
-Jesus concludes His sermon with warnings directed to all three groups, because 
eternal destiny is at stake.

#4
With these warnings (gates/roads, prophets, disciples, & foundations), Jesus is 
highlighting that a choice must be made.

Question: Are you with Jesus or against Him? There is no middle ground. 
Whatever you decide will have eternal consequences. 



Questions to help us hear what the text is saying to us:

1. Jesus gives three warnings in 7:13-23. 
• The first warning is about gates/ways. (v.13-14)

• How are they distinguishable from one another?
• What is Jesus warning about?

• The second warning is about teachers. (v.15-18)
• How are they distinguishable from one another?
• What is Jesus warning about?

• The third warning is about followers. (v.21-23)
• How are they distinguishable from one another?
• What is Jesus warning about?

2. How does what Jesus teaches about the gate and way in 7:14 reinforce what 
He taught in 5:10-12? 

3. What type of sheep’s clothing might false prophets wear today (7:15)?

How is a false prophet like a ferocious wolf?

4. If we are to recognize a false prophet by his fruit, what types of fruit should we 
look for (7:16-20)? Matt. 5:19 may help. As well, Jesus' warning and seven 
woes to the Pharisees in Matt. 23. 

5. How do Jesus’ words in 7:21-23 build on what He said in 5:20 regarding the 
nature of true righteousness?

6. All three warnings call us to discern (judge) truth from error. How is this form of 
judging different from that forbidden in 7:1-6? 

7. What tool is essential to be able to discern the true gate/way, true prophets and 
true followers? Read and fill in the blanks...

• All true Christians have [ 1 ], who gives us [ 2 ] because we're blind to 
God's wisdom without Him (1 Cor 2:6-16). This brings clarity to the most
essential tool, [ 3 ], God has given us to discern the true gate, true 
teachers, and how to be a true follower.  Remember, the false prophets
and teachers had [ 3 ], but didn't understand it because they didn't have
[ 1 ]. So we MUST have [1 ] and [ 3]!

• 1 →  John 14:25-26
• 2 → Eph 1:17
• 3 → Hebrews 4:12



APPLY:

1. How do Jesus’ warnings challenge our current culture’s message, 
“Live your truth”? What help and assurance should we as believers 
take from these warnings?

II. Gospel-turn the passage to sense God’s love:

Jesus realized that the eternal destiny of His disciples, the crowds, and even the 
religious leaders was on the line. He knows that following Him is not going to be 
easy. He Himself faced Satan in the desert, the “prince” of the air. The most 
deceitful lies couched in empty promises of comfort and ease could have easily 
swayed Him, but He held His ground. (Matt. 4) 

Jesus stood on God’s word and continued to teach His way. He did not back
down. He believed in His Father’s promises, even when faced with death, and not 
just a death at old age, but death on a cross. He knew this would fulfill His Father’s 
will. Oh, how people mocked Him! They said, “If you are the Son of God, save 
yourself!” He certainly could have given in to the pressure, but He didn’t. 

That’s the good news. Jesus overcame! The book of Revelation says we will
overcome by the blood of the lamb and the word of our testimony. Our testimony is 
genuine when it acknowledges not only the Lordship of Christ, but also our 
repentance. 

What we can never do for ourselves, which is secure eternal life, Jesus did! 
He is worthy of our praise, our submission, and our repentance! 



PRAY:
Pray for a hunger for God’s word, and a revelation of its power through the Holy Spirit. 
Also, if there is any unconfessed sin, maybe some bad habit or attitude that hasn’t been 
turned away from, pray for God to reveal His will for that in His word, that you may discern 
the narrow way. 
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