
 

WHY WE READ THE BIBLE? 
 
We read for revelation, not just information! We read, as Luke 24 says, to get another 
glimpse into God’s love for us. 
 
 
HOW WE READ THE BIBLE FOR REVELATION? (R.E.A.P) 
Read - Exegete - Apply - Pray it into your heart! 
 
 
R – Read 
Just read… Repetitive reading of a book of the Bible helps us learn and get its message 
into our hearts. 
 
E – Exegete 
What did it mean to the original audience? 
 
A – Apply 
-What does it mean to us now? 
 
-How does this passage point us to Jesus, or remind us of the love he showed us 
(especially on the cross)? 
 
P – Pray into your heart 
-Reveal: Pray that God would warm your heart again with his love for you as 
demonstrated most profoundly on the cross. 
 
-Action: As your heart is warmed with God’s love pray that you would begin to love him 
back in greater ways than ever before. 
 
 



READ: Matthew 7:1-6 
 
ACTION #1: 
 
1“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For in the same way you judge others, you will 
be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

3“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to 
the plank in your own eye? 4How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out 
of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take 
the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye.

6“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may 
trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

 

Parallel Text to consider:
Paul → 1 Cor 5:9-12
Christ → Matthew 18:15-17



EXEGETE: 

#1 
-In chapter 7, Jesus is surround by 
11) The crowds 
22) His disciples (those who have answered His call to follow). 

#2 
-He does not address this sermon to the crowds (Ch. 5:1). What He has to say on this 
day, on this mountainside, is for “His disciples,” that are present (e.g. those who have 
already responded to the Kingdom proclamation).  
 
#3 
-Understood in this context, the sermon is not general morals communicated to a general 
audience (e.g. nominal Christians); rather, it is Kingdom morals communicated to those 
who are part of His kingdom (e.g. Christians in the heart) 
 
#4 
In chapter 7, as He has already done, Jesus will continue to press them toward the 
deeper obedience that characterizes the citizens of His kingdom—an external 
righteousness motivated by internal heart change.  

Question: What camp are you in? Are you more like the crowds, or more like the disciples? Why?
  

Keener: The IVP Bible Background Commentary
Reciprocal Judgment - 
7:1-5 The idea of a measuring scale (as in an ancient market) was used elsewhere for the
day of judgment. “As one measures it will be measured back to one” occurs a number of 
times in later Jewish sources and may have been a maxim. For the principle, see Mt. 5:7, 
6:14-15 and Proverbs 19:17. Compare also the Old testament principles that false 
witnesses were to receive the penalty they sought for the accused (Deut 19:18-21) and 
that God opposed unjust judges (Ex 23:6-8, Deut 16:18-20). 

7:2-5 Although ancient eye surgery involved lancing the eye, here Jesus clearly uses 
hyperbole. The image is vivid, shocking, ludicrous and probably humerous to Jesus' 
hearers, but it communicates the point. The Old Testament (Proverbs 15:32) stresses that
people should always be open and humble enough to accept correction. 

7:6 Pigs and dogs were considered unclean animals (Proverbs 26:11), which had no 
appreciation for valuable things. Pigs typically ate the vilest foods, and dogs were 
scavengers, consuming even human blood. Stray dogs were known to growl at those who
tossed them food as well as those who ignored them. The image would thus be forceful 
and beyond dispute for ancient hearers. 

The more debated question is what the verse means in context; perhaps it means 
not correcting (Mt 7:1-5) those who would not listen (Proverbs 23:9). 



Questions to help us hear what the text is saying to us: 
 
1. Jesus uses a colorful comparison to make His point about the way we judge each 
other. What two objects does He choose to make His point about clouded vision? 

 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Jesus chooses two objects made of the same material but of vastly 
different sizes to make His point? What does His illustration reveal about the types of sins
we are most likely to judge others for? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Is Jesus commanding that we never judge others? Read James 5:19-20 & Galatians 
6:1, and Jesus Himself Mt 18:15-17 to help with your answer.  

 
 
 
 
 
4. Based upon what you noted, what type of judging is Jesus warning against in today’s 
text? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. Jewish people regarded dogs and pigs as unclean animals. How do you think Jesus’ 
statement in 7:6 relates to what He has just said about pointing out sin in the life of a 
brother (fellow believer)? Who, specifically, is unlikely to receive a word of correction 
regarding sin?  (Particularly helpful in discerning 1 Cor 5:9-12)

 



APPLY: 

Personal Application –  
1. Which sins do you judge others for that you are also guilty of? Or do you judge 

them more harshly without considering that you've been given a special grace 
in this area (it comes more naturally, easier to obey for you. Ex – someone 
who's more patient is much more likely to judge harshly someone who's easily 
given to anger because they feel far superior even though their own patience 
comes through a natural demeanor rather than Christ exalting, Holy Spirit 
sanctifying power and is therefore a form of self-righteous judgment) Give 
specific examples. 

2. How does the practice of “forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors” teach us to walk in grace rather than in self-elevating judgment toward 
our neighbors? 

 
III. Gospel-turn the passage to sense God’s love: 

 
Jesus cares very much for us. He calls us friends, even brothers. (John 15:13-15; 

Hebrews 2:11). He sees everything in our lives, the good, the bad, and the ugly. In love, He 
continually seeks to steer us back to Him, to His love, that we may enjoy sonship. He will not 
hesitate to speak the truth in love to us. That is what a true friend does (Proverbs 27:6). Jesus is 
the light of the world when all other lights go out. (LOTR?? ;)  When we find ourselves alone, 
that’s when He comes rushing in. Just as when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were in the 
fiery flames of the furnace and a fourth man appeared. That man was Jesus. When the heat turns 
up in your life, it is the joy of Christ to come rushing in like a flood and extinguish it. His desire is to
wash us clean with the water of the word, to make us spotless, without blemish. He has so much 
joy in seeing you well. He sympathizes with your weakness. He knew the disciples in the garden 
were in distress, and so He was not harsh toward them for sleeping. He simply said, “Hey, I’m 
about to lay down my life for you, my friends.” Enjoy this last moment with me. Follow me in 
prayer. That’s His desire, that we have a relationship with Him, that we be with Him. That’s the 
whole point. He speaks truth to us in love so that we may have relationship. He knows our 
rebellious hearts, but eagerly desires that we may receive His loving words and join Him as sons. 
  

PRAY: 

Pray that you may be open to receiving a loving and potentially correcting word from God 
this week, made palatable by the wisdom of God in the sending of His son to die for our 
sins. (1 Cor 1:20-31)

Also, that you may have the love and gratitude in your heart to share the compassion of 
Christ with others, especially those who are brothers caught in sin, and even more so 
when that sin is something that you know you're particularly likely to judge others more 
harshly for because it's something you have a natural grace in. (1 Cor 12:12-26)


