
WHY WE READ THE BIBLE?

We read for revelation, not just information! We read, as Luke 24 says, to get 
another glimpse into God’s love for us.

HOW WE READ THE BIBLE FOR REVELATION? (R.E.A.P)
Read 
Exegete - 
Apply -
Pray it into your heart!

R – Read
-Just read… Repetitive reading of a book of the Bible helps us learn and get 
its message into our hearts.

E – Exegete
-What did it mean to the original audience?

A – Apply
-What does it mean to us now?

-How does this passage point us to Jesus, or remind us of the love he 
showed us (especially on the cross)?

P – Pray into your heart
-Reveal: Pray that God would warm your heart again with his love for you as
demonstrated most profoundly on the cross.

-Action: As your heart is warmed with God’s love pray that you would begin 
to love him back in greater ways than ever before.



READ: Matthew 7:24-29

ACTION #1:

24“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words 
of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his 
house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, 29because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers
of the law.

EXEGETE:

Background to keep in mind

#1
-In chapter 7, Jesus is surround by

1) His disciples (those who have answered His call to follow).
2) The crowds

a. Within the crowds stand the religious leaders

#2
-The disciples have been the primary object of Jesus’ teaching, but throughout He 
has had an eye on the crowds and religious leaders.

#3
-Jesus concludes His sermon with warnings directed to all three groups, because 
eternal destiny is at stake.

#4
With these warnings (gates/roads, prophets, disciples, & foundations), Jesus is 
highlighting that a choice must be made.

Question: Are you with Jesus or against Him? There is no middle ground. 
Whatever you decide will have eternal consequences. 



Questions to help us hear what the text is saying to us:

1. Jesus concludes His sermon with one last paired comparison (7:24-27). What 
two things does He compare?

How are they distinguishable from one another?

What is Jesus warning about? Summarize:

2. Compare 7:24 to 7:26. What distinguishes the wise man from the foolish man? 
(Obedience is intricately intertwined with belief, but always follows and cannot 
precede or else it's self-exalting rather than God-exalting.)

3. Why is it significant that both houses endure rain, floods, and winds? What can
we understand from this? (Refer vs. 21-23)

4. What are some examples of rain, flood and wind that come into our lives? Are 
they always unexpected or undeserved? 

5. How is Jesus’ closing comparison a summary of the entire message of His 
sermon?

6. How did the crowds react to Jesus’ sermon? Does their reaction surprise you? 
Why or why not? 



APPLY:

I. Gospel-turn the passage to sense God’s love:

Jesus practiced what He preached. Every word of it. 

He is the wise Son, the Rock Himself that our house is built upon. 

He wants us to build our life on Him!

He warns us that storms will come because He cares for our eternal destiny. 

He is the solid rock that will provide true stability, security, and hope!

Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness, we 
dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ the solid Rock we stand; All other ground is sinking sand; all other 
ground is sinking sand. **

Jesus has all authority, and His teaching is the true foundation and fountain of 
life. Thank God! 

** Our Hope Is Built On Nothing Less, Edward Mote (1797-1874) 

PRAY:

Those who heard Jesus teach were amazed at the authority that He had. For them (and 
us), it was a sign that He really was from God and that His words should be held in higher 
regard than any other teacher, wisdom literature, and their own knowledge and 
understanding. 

We're often quick to question authority and quick to mistrust wisdom. How many of us 
more quickly look to podcasts, textbooks, professors, friends' input or social media posts 
for life/wisdom/teaching/joy than we do to God's word?

Pray that...

#1. That the HS would help you be just as amazed at the teaching/authority of Jesus as 
His original audience was. That you, too, would see it as the ultimate authority in your life 
on all the issues that it speaks about and 

#2 That God would give you discerning wisdom through the HS and based on the 
precedence of the kingdom principles that we've been reading about in the sermon on the 
mount to discern any issue that the Bible does not directly speak to. (like who should I 
marry?? What job should I have?? etc..)


