
WHY WE READ THE BIBLE?

We read for revelation, not just information! We read, as Luke 24 says, to get 
another glimpse into God’s love for us.

HOW WE READ THE BIBLE FOR REVELATION? (R.E.A.P)

R – Read
Just read… Repetitive reading of a book of the Bible helps us learn and get 
its message into our hearts.

E – Exegete
What did it mean to the original audience?

A – Apply
-What does it mean to us now?

-How does this passage point us to Jesus, or remind us of the love he 
showed us (especially on the cross)?

P – Pray into your heart
-Reveal: Pray that God would warm your heart again with his love for you as
demonstrated most profoundly on the cross.

-Action: As your heart is warmed with God’s love pray that you would begin 
to love him back in greater ways than ever before.



READ: Matthew 8:18-27

“The Cost of Following Jesus 

18When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to 
the other side of the lake. 19Then a teacher of the law came to him and
said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 

20Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." 

21Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father." 

22But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own 
dead." 

Jesus Calms the Storm 

23Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24Without 
warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept 
over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke 
him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!" 

26He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got 
up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 

27The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even 
the winds and the waves obey him!"

EXEGETE:

Background to keep in mind for Chapter 8

“Jesus is the son of God, mighty in word and deed. His authority is 
without parallel” (Green 113). Chapter 8 introduces the birth of 
discipleship, “and it all depends on who Jesus really is. Matthew sets 
out to tell us” (Green 113). The Sermon on the Mount, or the 
Beatitudes, have faced us with the seriousness of a choice to make. In 
this chapter “the authority of the King and the challenge of discipleship”
(Green 113) are obvious. Looking at verses 18-27, “the cost and 
difficulty of discipleship are brought before us” (Green 113). 



Questions to help us hear what the text is saying to us: 
Ask first before questions - “What's your knowledge of these verses? Read
them before? Have any thoughts or how have you understood it in the past?

1. (Matt 8:18-22) What do you think is the greatest responsibility 
you have in life – to your family? To yourself? To your friends? To
the world?

a. Leader: One of the eldest sons most basic responsibilities in Greek 
AND Jewish culture was the burial of his father. Failure to meet this 
obligation would render one a social outcast in your village. Jesus' 
demand on this man to place Himself above his greatest 
responsibility would have horrified hearers and the only person who 
could have made such a demand was God – Matthew wants us to 
hear and see who Jesus really is and what He's really worth. 

2. Is Jesus really worth everything to you? Why?

a. Not objectively or in mental ascent, but do you really think He's worth 
everything? Why? Be honest, no pressure to be religious. 

b. Leader: Jesus is calling us NOT to dutiful obedience disconnected 
from the love of God, BUT a joyful response of desiring to follow the 
One Who's loved us with His life. Help the student to get to “you're 
made for Him”, “He died for you” (to HAVE you, not to make you 
serve for him! But don't you want to??).

3. (Matt 8:23-27) Following Jesus WILL lead us into storms – 
Matthew shows us that Jesus is not only more powerful than the 
most powerful/uncontrollable force of the ancient world (nature) 
but, more importantly, He loves us!

a. Does your life look different from when you first were 
saved? Have you had hard seasons and decisions to make 
regarding Jesus (to choose Him, prefer Him, please Him)?

b. None of us are born into God's family (John 3:3); if your life hasn't 
really changed much you may or may not be saved, but you're likely 
not wholly submitting your heart to Jesus. (unless you were saved 
yesterday, ha ; )

c. What have you lost vs. what have you gained? 

d. Leader: As Christians, we know that we don't truly lose anything that 
was worth something compared to Christ – think parable of pearl of 
great price or buried treasure or the apostle Paul in saying “I count all 
things a loss...”. Phil 3

If you have time with your student, John 15 is a great chapter that illustrates
true discipleship – a loving Gardener-God who prunes off dead branches 
continually to cause us to flourish in His Son, the true vine. 



APPLY:

Gospel-turn the passage to sense God’s love

Jesus lived a life of hardship. Circumstantially, He did not have much 
around Him to guarantee His security. What Jesus did have was an 
implicit trust in His heavenly Father to care for Him. Jesus had nowhere
to lay His head; He lost His home. He was robbed of even His last 
possessions at the cross when the guards cast lots for his clothing – 
FOR YOU AND ME! So that we can have a home in His Father’s heart,
He was removed far from it. The Father turned His face away from His 
only begotten Son in agony. Our faith in Jesus guarantees the calming 
of the storm of sin that He was engulfed in for us. How much He loves 
us!

PRAY:

Pray that God would give you a revelation of the kind of love that He 
has for you that would move Him to come from heaven to earth to be 
with us and reveal the Father to us while enduring hunger, strife, 
slander, and, ultimately, the cross. 

Pray that as His love for you sinks deeper into your heart that you 
would find yourself realizing that He's worth everything!
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