
WHY WE READ THE BIBLE?

We read for revelation, not just information! We read, as Luke 24 says, to get 
another glimpse into God’s love for us.

HOW WE READ THE BIBLE FOR REVELATION? (R.E.A.P)
Read 
Exegete - 
Apply -
Pray it into your heart!

R – Read
Just read… Repetitive reading of a book of the Bible helps us learn and get 
its message into our hearts.

E – Exegete
What did it mean to the original audience?

A – Apply
-What does it mean to us now?

-How does this passage point us to Jesus, or remind us of the love he 
showed us (especially on the cross)?

P – Pray into your heart
-Reveal: Pray that God would warm your heart again with his love for you as
demonstrated most profoundly on the cross.

-Action: As your heart is warmed with God’s love pray that you would begin 
to love him back in greater ways than ever before.



READ: Matthew 8:1-17

Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy

8When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2A 
man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you 
can make me clean.”

3Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be 
clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 4Then Jesus said to him, “See 
that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift 
Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

The Faith of the Centurion

5When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 
6“Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”

7Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”

8The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 
But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under
authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 
‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I 
tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12But the subjects of 
the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.”

13Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it 
would.” And his servant was healed at that moment.

Jesus Heals Many

14When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed 
with a fever. 15He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and 
began to wait on him.

16When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, 
and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17This was to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

“He took up our infirmities
and bore our diseases.” [Isaiah 53:4]



EXEGETE:

Why is Matthew writing?

Keener - “Matthew addresses the needs of his Jewish-Christian hearers... 
rabbis taught oral traditions, but Jewish Christians needed a body of Jesus' 
teachings in writing for Gentile converts. Matthew repeatedly emphasizes that 
Jesus fulfills the Jewish scriptures, and argues from those scriptures the way a 
trained scribe would. He portrays Jesus as the epitome of Israel's hopes for his 
Jewish audience, but also emphasizes mission to the Gentiles: outreach to the 
Gentiles is rooted both in the Old Testament and in Jesus' teaching.”

For example, Matthew opens with a genealogy showing Jesus' lineage 
going back to David – communicating to his audience, “Jesus really is the Messiah,
the seed of David, that we've been waiting for! 

Also, Jesus' response to the gentile centurion is that “...many will come from 
the east and west (gentiles), … but the subjects (legalistic Jews trusting in lineage 
and old testament  sacrificial system/legalistic righteousness) of the kingdom will be
thrown outside...” 



Questions to help us hear what the text is saying to us: 

In these three sets of miracles, Jesus shows Himself to have
authority of three things: sickness, death, and demonic beings.

What does this tell us about Him?

1. The man with Leprosy -  Here, Matthew intentionally tells us that Jesus 
“reached out his hand and touched the man”. In the old testament law, 
anyone touching someone with leprosy would be made ceremonially 
unclean (Lev 5:3); death is imparted to them. But when Jesus touches a 
man with leprosy, the man is made clean rather than Jesus being defiled. 

a. What is Matthew showing us about who Jesus is? (He has authority 
over sickness/death – He should have authority over our lives). 

Also, Lepers were required by law to be excluded from society (Lev 13:45). 
Jesus extends Himself to a societal outcast in a way that would have been 
offensive to the Jewish Pharisees. 

b. Jesus isn't here for popularity, He's on a mission to advance God's 
kingdom by winning sons and glorify God by laying down His life. 

2. The Faith of the Centurion - Jews did not normally enter gentile homes 
and, in fact, doing so would have made one ceremonially unclean. Jesus 
extends Himself in a way that crosses ethnic boundaries and clearly extends
God's covenant to the gentiles. How does Matthew show us Jesus is the 
fulfillment of God's promise to Abraham to “bless all the nations” through 
him? (Gen 22:18)

a. What does this mean for us? 

a.i. God's promise to Abraham is fulfilled in Jesus; He really is the 
Messiah. 

a.ii. We cannot trust in lineage/knowledge to approve ourselves 
before God (God can raise up sons of abraham from stones... 
Mat 3:9). Only the blood of Christ. 

3. Healing Peter's Mother in Law – Matthew groups together nine stories of 
Jesus' miracles. There are three groups of three with a teaching on “true 
discipleship” between each grouping. The first teaching on true discipleship 
immediately follows the story of Peter's mother in law. What are we to learn 
from the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law about the proper response to 
Jesus' authority and power in our lives?



APPLY:

Gospel-turn the passage to sense God’s love

Jesus did what the Jewish law could never do – He healed the sick, cast out 
demons, and exercised ultimate authority over death. What Judaism could not do, 
the one who fulfilled the law was doing. Our religious works can never succeed in 
healing us or others. Only Jesus can. 

Jesus wants us to be cleansed spiritually. He wants us to be healed 
spiritually. Jesus wants us to be free from the bondage of sin. His miracles of 
healing and deliverance were powerful and good and showed us what it looks like 
when God's kingdom begins to come into our world, but yet they pale in 
comparison to the greatest work of all - His work of salvation on the cross. 

This is what Isaiah points to in the Old Testament when he said, “Surely He 
took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him punished by God, 
stricken by Him, and afflicted.” – Is. 53:4 

Jesus was punished by God, and stricken by God, and afflicted by God on 
the cross so that you can be cleansed. Like a spiritual leper, He was removed from 
His place at the table, so that you can I can take part in the feast with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob and experience His heavenly Father’s love that only He 
deserved.   

PRAY:
– that Jesus would have ultimate authority over your heart and your life
– since you are “raised with Christ”, pray that you would be a “life-giver” as 

Jesus is. 
– Faith to pray and see the sick healed
– Be quick to build up and not tear down; always bring an encouraging 

word rather than a disparaging one
– Through Jesus, “all the nations are blessed”. Pray that God would give you a

heart to see the lost saved and the nations come to a reconciled relationship
with God in which they are daily experiencing His love (maybe even pray 
specifically for a few friends/acquaintances that you're sharing the gospel 
with). 
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