
WHY WE READ THE BIBLE?

We read for revelation, not just information! We read, as Luke 24 says, to get another 
glimpse into God’s love for us.

HOW WE READ THE BIBLE FOR REVELATION? (R.E.A.P)
Read Exegete - Apply -
Pray it into your heart!

R – Read
Just read… Repetitive reading of a book of the Bible helps us learn and get its 
message into our hearts.

E – Exegete
What did it mean to the original audience?

A – Apply
-What does it mean to us now?

-How does this passage point us to Jesus, or remind us of the love he showed us 
(especially on the cross)?

P – Pray into your heart
-Reveal: Pray that God would warm your heart again with his love for you as 
demonstrated most profoundly on the cross.

-Action: As your heart is warmed with God’s love pray that you would begin to love him
back in greater ways than ever before.



READ: Matthew 6:19-24

ACTION #1:

Treasures in Heaven

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.

22“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will 
be full of light. 23But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

24“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, 
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money.



EXEGETE:

Background to keep in mind

#1
-In chapter 6, Jesus is surround by

1) The crowds
2) His disciples (those who have answered His call to follow).

#2
-He does not address this sermon to the crowds (Ch. 5:1). What He has to say on 
this day, on this mountainside, is for “His disciples,” that are present (e.g. those 
who have already responded to the Kingdom proclamation). 

Question: What camp are you in? Are you more like the crowds, or more like the 
disciples? Why?

#3
-Understood in this context, the sermon is not general morals communicated to a 
general audience (e.g. nominal Christians); rather, it is Kingdom morals 
communicated to those who are part of His kingdom (e.g. Christians in the heart)

#4
In chapter 6, as He has already done, Jesus will continue to press them toward the 
deeper obedience that characterizes the citizens of His kingdom—an external 
righteousness motivated by internal heart change. 

Matthew 6:22-23 (Facilitator Notes:)

Keener -
"Jesus speaks literally of a "single" eye versus a "bad" or "evil" one... A "single" eye
normally meant a generous one but also sets the reader up for 6:24. A "bad" eye in
that culture could mean either a diseased one or a stingy one. Many people 
believed that light was emitted from the eye, enabling one to see, rather than that 
light was admitted through the eye. Although here Jesus compares the eye to a 
lamp, He speaks of "diseased" eyes which fail to admit light. Such eyes become a 
symbol for the worthlessness of a stingy person." 



Questions to help us hear what the text is saying to us:

1. Summarize this section in one sentence.

2. In 6:19-20, Jesus contrasts two kinds of treasure. Describe each:

3. Referring to 6:21, in your own words, what is the effect this treasure has on us?

4. In 6:22-23, Jesus contrasts two kinds of “eyes”. Describe each:

5. How is the metaphor of the eye as a lamp for the body a fitting one? How might 
our “eyes” indicate what our treasure is?

6. In 6:24, Jesus contrasts two kinds of masters. Note each below. How does this 
contrast reinforce His earlier ones?

7. What reasoning does Jesus offer for His claim that you can’t serve two 
masters? What does this communicate about the commitment He expects of 
His followers?



APPLY:
I. Personal Application - According to Jesus, our relationship with possessions 

reveals a lot about or relationship with Him.
1. In what ways do your possessions compete for your loyalty?

2. What are you tempted to treasure? Can you think of some scripture 
that would show you how Christ is a greater treasure? In what way?

II. Gospel-turn the passage to sense God’s love:

Jesus “...who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant.” [Phil 2:6-7a] He was a mega-trillionaire. Yet, He did not 
hold on to His riches. Rather, He emptied Himself. He gave it all away! He 
had won the lottery without even playing it, and gave it all away cheerfully, to
you and me. As God He was served by the angels, yet He Himself became 
a bond-servant to men. He was rich, but for your sake He became poor, so 
that through His poverty you may become spiritually rich.

Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve. He came to GIVE His 
life as a ransom for many. He became flesh and dwelt among us. God did 
what our best efforts could not do by sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh as an offering for sin. He then condemned sin in the flesh when 
Jesus was crucified on the cross.

Jesus did this to redeem you and I from our bondage, so that we may
receive adoption as sons of His heavenly Father God. Jesus went through 
this so that He might save us from our greed and the destruction it brings in 
our lives.

Has the gospel freed you from the lust/idolatry of material 
possessions? If our hearts are freed from the idolatry of worldly 
possessions, the scripture shows us that a fitting response is generosity (but
it can only be the gospel, not generosity/human works, that frees us). Is the 
Spirit of God helping you to grow in this area? 



PRAY:

Pray for a revelation of God’s generosity to you in Christ Himself. Ask God to show 
you how Christ is a better treasure (in fact, the greatest treasure) than all the things
you're tempted to run after. 
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